The Appleton School

Parent Bulletin = Summer Term

Key Dates
-
18™ June —Year 11 Leavers’ Day

18" June — Year 6 into Year 7 Parent
Welcome Evening

25" June - Year 8 parents evening

23" and 24" June — Welcome Days
for Year 6 into Year 7

29th June to 3rd July — Year 12 Work
Experience

6™ - 10™ July - Year 10 Work
\ Experience J

/ PE Fixtures \

Wednesday
-Year 7 Cricket @ FitzWimarc

Thursday
-Year 9/10 Cricket @
FitzWimarc

Week 1
School Lunches

“ -

Chicken Tikka with Roast of the Day Sweet chilli chicken Beef Lasagne Chicken / Beef Burger
Basmati rice
Vegetable Burger Vegetarian Quiche Vegetable Chow Mein Vegetable Pizza / Vegetable
Veg Pasta Bake Taglitella
Parmentier Potatoes Roast Potatoes, Potato Wedges Parmentier Potatoes Potato Wedges
Caulifiower Cheese
Sweetcorn &Broccoli  Roast Parsnips, Carrots Egg Fried Rice Broccoli & Carrots Sweetcorn & Green
and Green Beans Beans
Jacket Potato with Jacket Potato with Jacket Potato with Jacket Potato with Jacket Potato with
Beans, Cheese or Tuna  Beans, Cheese or Tuna  Beans, Cheese or Tuna  Beans, Cheese or Tuna  Beans, Cheese or Tuna
Mayo Mayo Mayo Mayo Mayo
Dessert Of the Day Apple Crumble Dessert Of the Day Apple Crumble Dessert of the Day

N Y

Friday 5" June 2026

We have a wide range of events taking place
this week, including Geography and Art trips
to Daws Hall and the Harry Potter studios
respectively, Athletics and cricket events in
addition to KS2 liaison with one of our feeder
primaries.

A huge thank you to the large number of staff
and students involved.

Attendance

Congratulations to the following form
group for the best attendance this week:

701
807
907
1003
1107

GOOD
ATTENDANCE

MEANS BEING IN SCHOOL
AT LEAST 95% OF THE TIME
OR 180 TO 190 DAYS

BEST CHANCE
OF SUCCESS

HIGH RISK OF

UNDERACHIEVEMENT

SEVERE RISK OF
UNDERACHIEVEMENT




us on Social Media

Facebook
https://facebook.com/Appletonschool

THEAPPLETONSCHOOL

Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/theappletonschool?igsh=MXEzdzY2bnQ5bzl6Zw==



https://facebook.com/Appletonschool
https://www.instagram.com/theappletonschool?igsh=MXEzdzY2bnQ5bzl6Zw==

pn Monday 18th May, the Dance Department was delighted to welcome acclaimed
professional dancer Antione Thomas-Sturge to lead an inspiring workshop with our Year
10 students.

Antione has built an impressive career within the performing arts industry, most
recently performing alongside Harry Styles at the Brit Awards. His outstanding
professional achievements also include appearances in Zara Larsson’s music video for
State Side, performing with Cher at the Royal Variety Performance, and featuringin
Wonka alongside Timothée Chalamet.

Throughout the day, students had the exciting opportunity to learn professional
choreography from Harry Styles’ performance of Aperture, as well as routines from
PinkPantheress music videos and other commercial dance pieces. The workshop was
an unforgettable experience, giving students valuable insight into the professional
dance industry while challenging and inspiring them creatively.

Harry Styles Brit Awards State Side Music Video

French Language Day - Montgomerie School
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Our Year 9 and 10 students helped with celebrating the French language
by sharing their passion for languages through taster sessions on French
vocabulary and culture, emphasizing active learning and peer
interaction.

They were fantastic ambassadors and we had fabulous feedback from
the younger students and their staff. Congratulations to all involved.




Year 11's,

We are incredibly proud of the Year 11 students, who have made a fantastic start to their
examinations. They have approached this important period with maturity, determination and
resilience, and it has been wonderful to see their positive attitude and focus across the school.
We would also like to thank parents and carers for the continued support and encouragement
you are providing at home. We wish all of our students the very best as they continue through
the exam season.

Miss Tilbury, Mr Sultana & Mr Morrison

Year 13 Students,

The Sixth Form team and teachers would just like to mention how exceptionally proud we are of our
Year 13 students, who have demonstrated an outstanding commitment to their final exams. They
have approached this stage of their academic journey with maturity and a strong sense of purpose.
Their focus in lessons and determination to excel have been evident across the school and it has
been inspiring to see the high standards they continue to set for themselves.

This cohort has shown remarkable resilience throughout their time in Sixth Form, and the way they
have risen to the demands of their studies reflects both their hard work and their growth as young
adults. We are confident that these qualities will serve them well not only in the exam hall, but in
the exciting next steps they will soon take beyond school.

We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to parents and carers for the ongoing support,
encouragement and guidance you provide at home. Your partnership plays a vital role in helping
students achieve their best.

We wish all of our Year 13 students every success as they continue through the exam season and
move towards the completion of their Sixth Form journey.

Miss Sweeney, Mr Lawrence, Mrs Clifforth and the rest of the Sixth Form team.

The Computer Science department recently took a group of Year 8 and Year 9 girls to the Cisco
Girls in IT event in Cambridge. The visit provided pupils with an exciting opportunity to explore
the rapidly developing world of technology and artificial intelligence.

During the day, pupils attended a university-style lecture focused on Al, listened to inspiring
guest speakers currently working within the Computer Science and technology industries, and
took part in ateam competition where they were challenged to design and pitch a concept for a
brand-new Al model.

The event aimed to encourage more young women to consider future careers within Computer
Science, technology, engineering and related STEM fields. Pupils represented the school
exceptionally well throughout the visit, demonstrating enthusiasm, creativity and excellent
teamwork.

Some of the feedback from pupils included:

“The Al challenge was really fun because we had to think creatively and solve real-world
problems as ateam.”

“Listening to women already working in the industry was really inspiring. It made technology
careers feel much more achievable.”

The Computer Science department would like to thank all pupils involved for their excellent
conduct and engagement throughout the day.
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CAPE topics next half term

Thank you once again for all for your support in encouraging our young people
to be their best selves. This is CAPE's first and foremost goal — to equip our
young people with the skills and attributes to be their best selves ready for
when they leave us and mowve onto their next steps. Next half term will
continue to build on the skills and attributes needed to be well rounded
individuals with the following topics:

Year 7 will be looking at Celebrating Differences:

= Lesson 1—What is your identity

= Lesson 2 — Multicultural Britain

= Lesson 3 — Importance of being kind

= Lesson 4 — Breaking down stereotypes

= Lesson 5 — Learning disahilities

= Lesson 6 — Prejudice and Discrimination

= Lesson 7 — Challenging Islamophobia
Year 8 will be looking at Law, Crime and Society:

= Lesson 1— Desert Island

= Lesson 2 — Desert Island

= Lesson 3 — Desert Island

= Lesson 4 — Desert Island

= Lesson 5— How laws are made

= Lesson 6 — Prison, reform and punishment

+ Lesson 7 — Presentations of Student’s Desert Island

Year 3 will be looking at Extremism and Terrorism:

» Lesson 1 - Conspiracy Theories

= Lesson 2 — Forms of Extremism

= Lesson 3 —What is Terrarism

= Lesson 4 —War and Conflict

» Lesson 5 — Troubles in Northern Ireland

= Lesson 6 - The Radicalisation Process

» Lesson 7 —How does Counter terrorism work
Year 10 will be looking at Exploring British Values:

Lesson 1 — Critical thinking and fake news
Lesson 2 — Hate crime in the UK

Lesson 3 — British Values and Identity
Lesson 4 — Mutual Respect and Tolerance
Lesson 5 — Individual Liberty

Lesson 6 — Year 10 Work Experience
Lesson 7 —What are Human Rights
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Cadent Gas Works - London Road
Dear Parents/Carers,

Please be aware that we have been informed by the Local Authority that there will be gas works taking
place on the London Road from Monday 25" May for 14 weeks.

Further details, including details of lane closures, can be found via the QR code on the attached poster
from Cadent.

Cadent will also be holding a drop-in event with a Cadent gazebo, for any businesses or residents who
wish to talk to them. The gazebo event will be held outside of Nisa Extra, 117 London Road, South
Benfleet, SS7 5UH on Tuesday 26" May from 1pm —4pm.

Students who travel to/from school via London Road may need to allow additional time for their
journey. This is particularly important for all students sitting exams between 25" May and the end of
the summer term.

We are in communication with Cadent regarding road closures in the summer holiday period. We will
write to parents/carers of Year 11 & 13 students nearer the time to detail arrangements for students
coming into school to collect exam results on Thursday 13" August, (A-level results day) and Thursday
20" August, (GCSE results day).

Cadent

Essential gas works

2 ongfon Roadf, Benfleel

EE 25 May 2026 for 14 weeks

& We're working in your area to upgrade the ageing gas pipes
‘ These works will keep you safe, warm and connected
&> Please plan exira time for your joumeys

e Thank you for your patience

&~ Find out more: cadentgas.com/benfleet

: Ccan mie
.IH“ to visit our website
MTTILLLL




HELP US
WIN £1,000

FOR OUR LIBRARY

Nominate us and you could win a £100 gift card!
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#rebuildthelibrary
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H.O.M.E HUB f

HELPING + OVERCOMING « MOTIVATING « EXPLORING

SENPARENTS i
SUPPORT GROUP

EVERY MONDAY 7-9PM

Join us every Monday evening in a warm, welcoming
space to talk with others who truly understand.
Connect with people in similar situations, make new
friends, join in some light games, unwind, or just
simply be.

+ Free Parking.
+ Hot & Cold Drinks Available.

» Monthly Guest Speakers.
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Important update for schools: Changes to
support funds for families

Dear All,

We are writing to update you on national changes to household support funding and to
outline how Essex County Council will continue supporting families across the county.

As you will be aware, the Government has ended the Household Support Fund (HSF) with
effect from March 2026. This means the food voucher scheme previously funded through
HSF has now closed, and no further food vouchers will be issued under this programme.
We recognise that this change may raise questions from families, and we want to
reassure you that support for vulnerable households will continue and will be delivered

through new arrangements and via a new fund.

The Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF) will launch on 1 April 2026. This fund is designed to
support low-income households facing sudden financial pressures.

It also aims to help build long term financial resilience across communities.
The CRF willinclude:
e crisis payments for urgent, unexpected financial pressures
e housing payments to support households with shortfalls in housing costs

e resilience services including financial guidance, money management support
and access to wider community services

Details on how families will be able to apply for support will be shared with schools
before the scheme launches in April.
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Support for families during school holidays

Although national voucher funding has ended, Essex County Council is expanding the
Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme.

This means more eligible children will have access to:
e free and enriching holiday activities
e free nutritious food
e opportunities to socialise, be active and learn new skills

Booking details will continue to be issued to eligible families via schools and HAF
providers.

We have included some links below that you may find useful and may want to share with
families. We have also included some Q&As that you might find useful should you get any

further questions from families.

Free Holiday and Food clubs - Essex Activate | Active Essex

Support before April 1, which includes support from the Essential Living Fund, visit -
Help with the cost of living: Household Support Fund | Essex County Council

Thank you for your continued support.


https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund
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Q&As

1. Why are there no more free holiday food vouchers?
The holiday food vouchers were funded through the national Household Support Fund

(HSF). The government fund has now ended this scheme. This means that the Councilis
no longer able to issue vouchers through that scheme.

The last vouchers were provided in December 2025.
Although the voucher scheme is closed, support for families has not stopped.
Essex County Council has put in place new forms of support through the government’s
Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF), launching on 1 April. The council is also increasing
Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) sessions across the county. These free clubs will offer
free childcare, nutritious food and activities for children.

2. Who decided there would be no more free food vouchers?
The decision to end the vouchers was made by the UK Government.
Local councils must follow national guidance which states that issuing vouchers under
this fund is not permitted.

3. I’m not happy about there being no more vouchers —who do | complain to?

You can share feedback directly with the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP),
which oversees national welfare funding.

Anyone in financial hardship and needing urgent support should visit - Help with the cost
of living: Household Support Fund | Essex County Council



https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund
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4. What supportis there instead of food vouchers?
Support is still available.
From April 1 people needing support can apply to the Crisis Resilience Fund for:

e crisis payments to help residents facing urgent financial shock

¢ housing payments for those struggling with housing costs

e resilience services, which offer help with budgeting, financial guidance and
wider support

Expanded Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) sessions are also available via Activate.

These free clubs give eligible children access to free activities and healthy meals during
the school holidays.

These new options aim to provide more flexible and longer-term support than vouchers
alone.

5. How dol get this support?

Essex residents will be able to apply for Crisis Payments and Housing payments through
a simple online application when the new scheme launches in April 2026.

Information about eligibility and how to apply will be published on the Essex County
Council website.

Families whose children are eligible for HAF/Activate will receive information through
their school and can book sessions online or through participating providers.

Free Holiday and Food clubs - Essex Activate | Active Essex

Support before April 1, which includes support from the Essential Living Fund, visit - Help
with the cost of living: Household Support Fund | Essex County Council



https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund

We need your voice!
Your expariences are key 1o shoping the

future of mental heaith and welibeang
a SMVICOS in Essex. Young people’'s mentol
hecith ks hugely important and you can help
é 1o change locol services for the batter.

¥ you are a child or young person up to the
age of 23 (or up to 25 if you have
educational needs ond disatilities ), you can
be involved in many different ways.

* Credate videos, online blogs and respond
to other digital tasks

o Share your expanences, views ond
opinions to help Commissioners iImprove
ond develop local mental health services

* Attend Young Mentol Health Ambossodor
meet ups and bulld your network

Interested?

i you would like to apply for this great

opportunity, contact our Engagemeant Officer,
Renee Robey, on

renec.robey @healthwotchessex.org.uk
07483 3294N
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STEP OUT IN

ESSEX

FOR NEURODIVERGENT &
SOCIALLY ANXIOUS TEENS

* THE FITZWIMARC

SCHOOL
SUPPORTED BY
ESSEX YOUTH

"SERVICE 4

Spring Term

The Essex SEND Local
Offer Roadshows
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SEND
School Age
Drop-in

An opportunity to get advice and support in
a relaxed and non judgemental

environment

Parents and carers of both diagnosed and non-diagnosed
children welcome.

2nd Thursday of the month
Starting 8% January 2026

11:30 - 12:30
No need to book - Just drop in!
Little Lions Family Hub Delivery
Third Avenue, Canvey Island, Essex SS8 9SU
Ess50x Child and Family Wellbeing Service

Serwee comsscoad by = INHS




Appleton School: Student Council Members Vacancies

Role & Responsibilities:

As Student Council Member, you will be a role model to other pupils, showing
respect and loyalty to The Appleton School and be the best representation for the
school.

You will be the student voice to ensure that all students of Appleton School are
encouraged and engaged in providing feedback express their opinions and ideas to
improve students experience and learning at the Appleton school.

Attend half-termly Student Council meetings.
Display appropriate behaviours and attitudes at all times.
Lead and attend various events held by Student Council Members.

Communicate ideas from the student council to the all the members of the year
group.

Volunteer as needed to support main school events such as open evening, parents
evening, etc.

Personal Skills / Qualities:

You are expected to lead by example, be a good communicator and be confident
public speaker.

You must have good organisational skills, alongside working as part of and leading a
team.

You are expected to have excellent attendance & punctuality, and be a role model to
all other pupils.

You should demonstrate the ability to be responsible, reliable, innovative, and
willingness to contribute to the school and wider community.

Applications:

Pupils need to write a letter to Mr Harji outlining why they would like to be a Student
Council Member.

All applicants, will need to attend short interview with the Director of the
Community and Enrichment, Assistant Head of Year & President of Student Council.
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