
    
 

 

 
 

 

 

e following form group for the best 
attendance this week: 

701 
807 
907 

1003 
1107 

 

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 
Week 1 

                

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

We have a wide range of events taking place 
this week, including Geography and Art trips 

to Daws Hall and the Harry Potter studios 
respectively, Athletics and cricket events in 

addition to KS2 liaison with one of our feeder 
primaries. 

 
A huge thank you to the large number of staff 

and students involved. 
 

Wednesday 
       -Year 7 Cricket @ FitzWimarc  
     
Thursday 

   -Year 9/10 Cricket @ 
FitzWimarc 
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Parent Bulletin – Summer Term 

 
 

PE Fixtures 

School Lunches 
 

Attendance 

Key Dates 
18th June – Year 11 Leavers’ Day 
 
18th June – Year 6 into Year 7 Parent 
Welcome Evening 
 
25th June - Year 8 parents evening 
 
23rd and 24th June – Welcome Days 
for Year 6 into Year 7 
 
29th June to 3rd July – Year 12 Work 
Experience 
 
6th - 10th July – Year 10 Work 
Experience 
 
 

Congratulations to the following form 
group for the best attendance this week: 

 
701 
807 
907 

1003 
1107 

 



    
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                  
 
 
 

 
Facebook 
https://facebook.com/Appletonschool 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      
 
 
 
 
Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/theappletonschool?igsh=MXEzdzY2bnQ5bzl6Zw== 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow us on Social Media 

https://facebook.com/Appletonschool
https://www.instagram.com/theappletonschool?igsh=MXEzdzY2bnQ5bzl6Zw==


    
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

French Language Day – Montgomerie School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   

Our Year 9 and 10 students helped with celebrating the French language 
by sharing their passion for languages through taster sessions on French 
vocabulary and culture, emphasizing active learning and peer 
interaction.  
 
They were fantastic ambassadors and we had fabulous feedback from 
the younger students and their staff. Congratulations to all involved. 



    
 

 

 
 

 
 
Year 11's,  
We are incredibly proud of the Year 11 students, who have made a fantastic start to their 
examinations. They have approached this important period with maturity, determination and 
resilience, and it has been wonderful to see their positive attitude and focus across the school. 
We would also like to thank parents and carers for the continued support and encouragement 
you are providing at home. We wish all of our students the very best as they continue through 
the exam season. 
Miss Tilbury, Mr Sultana & Mr Morrison 
 
Year 13 Students, 
The Sixth Form team and teachers would just like to mention how exceptionally proud we are of our 
Year 13 students, who have demonstrated an outstanding commitment to their final exams. They 
have approached this stage of their academic journey with maturity and a strong sense of purpose. 
Their focus in lessons and determination to excel have been evident across the school and it has 
been inspiring to see the high standards they continue to set for themselves. 
This cohort has shown remarkable resilience throughout their time in Sixth Form, and the way they 
have risen to the demands of their studies reflects both their hard work and their growth as young 
adults. We are confident that these qualities will serve them well not only in the exam hall, but in 
the exciting next steps they will soon take beyond school. 
We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to parents and carers for the ongoing support, 
encouragement and guidance you provide at home. Your partnership plays a vital role in helping 
students achieve their best. 
We wish all of our Year 13 students every success as they continue through the exam season and 
move towards the completion of their Sixth Form journey. 
Miss Sweeney, Mr Lawrence, Mrs Clifforth and the rest of the Sixth Form team. 
 
The Computer Science department recently took a group of Year 8 and Year 9 girls to the Cisco 
Girls in IT event in Cambridge. The visit provided pupils with an exciting opportunity to explore 
the rapidly developing world of technology and artificial intelligence. 
During the day, pupils attended a university-style lecture focused on AI, listened to inspiring 
guest speakers currently working within the Computer Science and technology industries, and 
took part in a team competition where they were challenged to design and pitch a concept for a 
brand-new AI model. 
 
The event aimed to encourage more young women to consider future careers within Computer 
Science, technology, engineering and related STEM fields. Pupils represented the school 
exceptionally well throughout the visit, demonstrating enthusiasm, creativity and excellent 
teamwork. 
 
Some of the feedback from pupils included: 
 
“The AI challenge was really fun because we had to think creatively and solve real-world 
problems as a team.” 
 
“Listening to women already working in the industry was really inspiring. It made technology 
careers feel much more achievable.” 
 
The Computer Science department would like to thank all pupils involved for their excellent 
conduct and engagement throughout the day. 



    
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  



    
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Cadent Gas Works – London Road 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Please be aware that we have been informed by the Local Authority that there will be gas works taking 
place on the London Road from Monday 25th May for 14 weeks. 
 
Further details, including details of lane closures, can be found via the QR code on the attached poster 
from Cadent. 
 
Cadent will also be holding a drop-in event with a Cadent gazebo, for any businesses or residents who 
wish to talk to them.  The gazebo event will be held outside of Nisa Extra, 117 London Road, South 
Benfleet, SS7 5UH on Tuesday 26th May from 1pm – 4pm. 
 
Students who travel to/from school via London Road may need to allow additional time for their 
journey.  This is particularly important for all students sitting exams between 25th May and the end of 
the summer term. 
 
We are in communication with Cadent regarding road closures in the summer holiday period.  We will 
write to parents/carers of Year 11 & 13 students nearer the time to detail arrangements for students 
coming into school to collect exam results on Thursday 13th August, (A-level results day) and Thursday 
20th August, (GCSE results day). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    
 

 

 
 

 
 



    
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



    
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Important update for schools: Changes to 
support funds for families 
 

Dear All, 

We are writing to update you on national changes to household support funding and to 
outline how Essex County Council will continue supporting families across the county. 

As you will be aware, the Government has ended the Household Support Fund (HSF) with 
effect from March 2026. This means the food voucher scheme previously funded through 
HSF has now closed, and no further food vouchers will be issued under this programme. 

We recognise that this change may raise questions from families, and we want to 
reassure you that support for vulnerable households will continue and will be delivered 
through new arrangements and via a new fund. 

The Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF) will launch on 1 April 2026. This fund is designed to 
support low-income households facing sudden financial pressures. 

It also aims to help build long term financial resilience across communities. 

The CRF will include: 

• crisis payments for urgent, unexpected financial pressures 

• housing payments to support households with shortfalls in housing costs 

• resilience services including financial guidance, money management support 
and access to wider community services 

Details on how families will be able to apply for support will be shared with schools 
before the scheme launches in April. 

 



    
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Support for families during school holidays 
Although national voucher funding has ended, Essex County Council is expanding the 
Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme. 

This means more eligible children will have access to: 

• free and enriching holiday activities 

• free nutritious food 

• opportunities to socialise, be active and learn new skills 

Booking details will continue to be issued to eligible families via schools and HAF 
providers. 

We have included some links below that you may find useful and may want to share with 
families. We have also included some Q&As that you might find useful should you get any 
further questions from families. 

Free Holiday and Food clubs - Essex Activate | Active Essex 

Support before April 1, which includes support from the Essential Living Fund, visit - 
Help with the cost of living: Household Support Fund | Essex County Council 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund


    
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Q&As 
1. Why are there no more free holiday food vouchers? 

 
The holiday food vouchers were funded through the national Household Support Fund 
(HSF). The government fund has now ended this scheme. This means that the Council is 
no longer able to issue vouchers through that scheme. 
 
 
 
The last vouchers were provided in December 2025. 
 
Although the voucher scheme is closed, support for families has not stopped. 
 
Essex County Council has put in place new forms of support through the government’s 
Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF), launching on 1 April. The council is also increasing 
Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) sessions across the county. These free clubs will offer 
free childcare, nutritious food and activities for children. 
 

2. Who decided there would be no more free food vouchers? 
 
The decision to end the vouchers was made by the UK Government. 
 
Local councils must follow national guidance which states that issuing vouchers under 
this fund is not permitted. 
 
 

3. I’m not happy about there being no more vouchers – who do I complain to? 
 
You can share feedback directly with the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), 
which oversees national welfare funding. 
 
Anyone in financial hardship and needing urgent support should visit - Help with the cost 
of living: Household Support Fund | Essex County Council 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund


    
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. What support is there instead of food vouchers? 
 
Support is still available. 
 
From April 1 people needing support can apply to the Crisis Resilience Fund for: 
 

• crisis payments to help residents facing urgent financial shock 
• housing payments for those struggling with housing costs 
• resilience services, which offer help with budgeting, financial guidance and 

wider support 
 

Expanded Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) sessions are also available via Activate. 
 
These free clubs give eligible children access to free activities and healthy meals during 
the school holidays. 
 
These new options aim to provide more flexible and longer-term support than vouchers 
alone. 
 

5. How do I get this support? 
 
Essex residents will be able to apply for Crisis Payments and Housing payments through 
a simple online application when the new scheme launches in April 2026. 
 
Information about eligibility and how to apply will be published on the Essex County 
Council website. 
 
Families whose children are eligible for HAF/Activate will receive information through 
their school and can book sessions online or through participating providers. 
 
Free Holiday and Food clubs - Essex Activate | Active Essex 
 
Support before April 1, which includes support from the Essential Living Fund, visit - Help 
with the cost of living: Household Support Fund | Essex County Council 

https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund


    
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


